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MSC:  To pay the branch bills. 
MSC:  Branch 343 send up to six of its full-time 

officers, stewards, and/or part-time officers 
to the National Rap Session to be held August 
9-11 in Denver and pay their expenses. 

MSC:  Branch 343 invite Barbara Anderson and her 
husband along with the scholarship commit-
tee to dinner and pay the expenses to show 
the branch’s appreciation.

BRANCH MEETING
BRANCh 343, ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI

ApRIL 11, 2019

Summary of Branch Action

Highlights
The meeting was called to order at 7:31 p.m. The 

invocation and pledge of allegiance were led by Chet 
Drain and the minutes were read and accepted. 

NBA’s Report, NBA Mike Birkett: An arbitrator 
resigned from the panel. I am working on getting one if 
not two more arbitrators on the panel. At a recent meet-
ing, area labor managers, NBAs, and RAAs discussed 
issues concerning grievances and ways to improve 
the grievance procedure. The Postal Service is quite 
upset about escalating grievance remedies. The NALC 
response was simple, “Stop violating the contract.” 
Western Area was told not to put in routes during route 
adjustments but only routers. Postal Service’s tests to 
be expanded: two carriers at one case like Chouteau, 
caser/streeters, and videotape carriers performing office 
work to use during contract negotiations to reduce fixed 
office time. 

Breakout: John H. Haake Scholarship Awards 
presented 

Retiree’s Report, Tom Schulte: The importance of 
contributing to LCPF was discussed at retiree meeting. 

MBA Report, Saronda Sutherland: Information on 
Mutual Income Plan and Retirement Savings Plan for 
CCAs is available. 

Mound City Carrier Report, Tom Schulte: Upcom-
ing MDA events: Texas Hold’em; Basketball Challenge; 
Run, Ride, and Roll. Retirees are asked to help pick up 
food at the May 11 Food Drive.

Safety & Health Report, Richard Thurman: The 
work of the Safety Task Force has resulted in the repair 
of roofs, vehicles, and floors. Carriers can donate to the 
Disaster Relief Fund to help union brothers and sisters 
in need from the floods in Iowa and Nebraska. 

Trustees Report, Tina Hunt: The books were audited 
and found to be in good order. 

Executive Vice President/Treasurer Report, John 
McLaughlin: CCAs are not on call. A CCA should report 
to work at their scheduled time and clock in. If manage-
ment wants to send a CCA to a different station, the CCA 
should not use their own vehicle. Thirty-two unassigned 
regular positions have been created. Bids for tuckpointing 
and new windows for the building have been received. 
The next priorities for the building are outside lighting 
and an outside sign identifying the building. 

Vice President/Financial Secretary Report, Brad 
Layton: Read financial report for March. Food Drive T-
shirt pictures and order forms are posted on Branch343.
org. If the mileage is written on the vehicle repair tag, it 
can be tracked if the vehicle is repaired before another 
carrier drives the vehicle. 

Good of the Union, Geno Iberg: Lapel pins for 25, 30, 
and 35 years of service must be requested by the branch 
secretary. Answer. Yes, this is something we want to do.

President’s Comments, Robert Rapisardo: Three 
cases are at the B-team to get pay advances for back pay 
awarded by grievance settlements. Derrick Williams 
is wished a happy retirement. Stuart East is appointed 
as sergeant-at-arms. Richard Brown is appointed as 
trustee. The people working downtown have been 
asked to help with the food drive. Affton, Clayton, and 
Coyle stations will have the food drive bags separated 
by route. Proud Union Home and Letter Carrier Food 
Drive yard signs are available. During the COP meet-
ing, contract talks, CCA retention, educating members 
on legislative issues, and new ways to generate revenue 
were discussed. Normandy will have route adjustments 
performed May 6 to 11.

  Respectfully Submitted, 
  Brian Litteken, Recording Secretary
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