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I had the honor and privilege, recently, to present a 60-year pin and plaque to 
one of our retirees who missed the Ole Timers’ Day. The fine member was 
Robert Williams of Florissant. I was so lucky to get there and find out he was 

home along with his lovely wife, Betty Ann. I stayed and talked with them for 
quite some time in between my grandson’s soccer games one Sunday afternoon. 
The couple has resided in Florissant for many years. In their early years of mar-
riage, they lived on the “Hill” in South St. Louis, the same area that I grew up 
in. We ended up talking about places on the Hill and names of families that my 
parents would know, too. Robert told me much about his life and how he joined 
the Air Force, he worked on the planes in the Southeastern part of the United States. I thanked him for his 
service. Just like most men that age, they felt they did nothing special, but we all know that is not true. When 
Robert returned from service, he worked for the post office at the Chouteau Station, if I so recall. When they 
moved to Florissant, Robert worked at the Berkeley Station. Robert was a long-time steward for Branch 343 
at that station. Thanks for your service to the branch and hope you enjoy many more healthy years. I compli-
mented Robert on looking so young for his age; his response was “I guess all that walking as a carrier paid off 
for me.”

If you are not aware, some of our enemies are attempting to make efforts to privatize the United States 
Postal Service. It is very important that you get out to vote on November 6. The branch is working hard on 
this issue, On Columbus Day, about 85 postal employees rallied in front of Lacy Clay’s office at the Eagleton 
Federal Courthouse; thanks to all who showed up. Thanks to Bill Lister and Kevin Holmes for organizing the 
rally. Bill Lister, Andre Hayes and many volunteers will be calling members of Branch 343 to remind them to 
vote. In addition, Branch 343 will be mailing some info to members in Missouri to remind them to vote for 
the causes and politicians who help protect our jobs and those who benefit the working class. The mailing 
and phone calls will take place after the writing of this article and thanks to all those who volunteered their 
time.

On October 6, Branch 343 held our annual Shop Stewards’ Banquet and Awards Ceremony. There was a 
good turnout of 80-85 in attendance. We were honored to have the privilege of having in attendance, National 
NALC President Fred Rolando. Congrats to all the recipients of the awards. Dan Flynn, Coyle Station, won 
“Newcomer of the Year” award. Dan has shown the willingness to educate himself. Frank Enlow was pre-
sented with “Special Achievement” award for all his work in this branch. For those who are not aware, Frank 
is U-City’s food drive coordinator, Branch 343 trustee, shows up and volunteers at many MDA events, CCA 
trainer, steward, Step A rep., and is always there when needed on the political front. Former President Bill 
Lister was presented with our annual “Lifetime Achievement” award for all he has done for this branch. Lam-
ont Broomfield, North County, was presented with an “Honorable Mention” for his work as a Step A steward.

Lamont just does an unbelievable job with emergency placements. Tom Schreiber, Coyle, was awarded 
“Step A Steward of the Year.” Tom has handled many of our St. Louis installation grievances and does a 
remarkable job sharing his knowledge. DeWayne Taylor, Sikeston, was not able to attend. We plan on driving 
down to Sikeston and presenting him “Shop Steward of the Year” award in front of his fellow members after 
work one day, real soon. DeWayne has dealt with many different types of managers and does his very best to 
resolve issues at his own station. He will not compromise right from wrong just to settle and when warranted 

will appeal his grievances to Step A. Kelly Steinbecker, Kirkwood, was the other recipient of 
“Shop Steward of the Year.” Kelly is very, very thorough in putting her grievances together 
at the informal level and takes pride in that role. This award was well deserved because the 
branch officers have really been stressing the importance of good packets at the informal 

President’s Article … By RoBeRt RapisaRdo
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level. Congrats and well deserved to all the recipients and thanks to all those who attended. In closing on 
this subject, thanks to Vicki Rohrbach on a great job with the centerpieces; Brad Layton for all his work with 
Catering by Christy; thanks to Mike Chenot for bartending; and thanks to Kurt Ecker; his wife, Dale; and 
daughter Carly for setting up the tables and the table coverings and a little landscaping out front.

As far as recent issues with management, I have a few to mention. We won a Step B decision regarding the 
postmaster’s decision to take employees off the rolls prior to their grievances being resolved. We are still in 
the follow-up process of getting Branch 343’s checks from management for ongoing violations on certain 
grievances. I must put a word of thanks out for the assistance of Craig Heller in labor relations. Craig is the 
back pay coordinator and has been a pleasure to work with, thus far. I feel we are on same page as we both 
just want to get caught up with about 23 different cases. Some have been paid already, and many more are 
being processed. Hopefully, we can continue to work together. We do have a few pending grievances regard-
ing some delays and will deal with those. The message that we are sending is that we are more than willing to 
work together but will not compromise if the member was wronged.

If this publication is not read until after Veterans Day, then I would like to say thanks to all our vets for 
their service.

Nov 8 Regular Branch Meeting 
Nov 12 Veterans Day Holiday Observed 
Nov 18 Texas Hold’em Tournament — Letter 

Carriers Hall (see ad) 
Nov 22 Thanksgiving Day Holiday 
Dec 5 Retirees’ Meeting 
Dec 6 Shop Stewards’ Meeting 
Dec 13 Regular Branch Meeting 
Jan 20 24th Annual MDA Trivia Night — Letter 

Carriers Hall (see ad)
CORRECTION: In the August issue of the MCC, 
we erroneously printed that Missouri House of 
Represntative member Deb Lavendar (D) from Dis-
trict 090 Kirkwood voted “Yes” on right-to-work 
when she in fact voted “No.” We regret the error.
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executive vice President … By John McLaughLin

been paying very close attention. 
Our president set up a task force 
to study the post office. Under the 
guise of fixing the post office, this 
commission will officially an-
nounce their finding after the November election. 
It is no secret that the commission will be recom-
mending privatizing the post office. Carriers gave 
of their own time on a holiday to come downtown 
and demonstrate to help save all carriers’ jobs. They 
did this for themselves and for their fellow carriers 
who couldn’t or didn’t what to make it. Senate Bill 
Res. 633 introduced by Missouri Democratic Senator 
Claire McCaskill to stop privatization has 43 cospon-
sors. The House version of this bill, Res. 993, now has 
231 cosponsors. We need a majority of both houses 
to stop these plans to privatize. So, I ask the mem-
bership collectively, what did you do on Columbus 
holiday weekend to help your fellow man.” I know 
that many of my fellow brothers and sisters came out 
to help others.

The last thing I would like to say is I am exercis-
ing my right to vote this November. I was taught the 
value of exercising my civic duty at each and every 
election. I find it next to incomprehensible why oth-
ers don’t exercise their democratic right and vote. 
Not voting was never an option in my household 
growing up. My mother, who recently passed away, 
was adamant about participating in our democracy. 
So, to those who don’t vote, you have no reason to 
complain.

Until next month, do your job safely and accurate-
ly. Show up to your union meeting. You might learn 
something. We don’t write the rules; we just have to 
play the game. Sláinte.

I first want to say how proud I am of how well the 
Columbus weekend of events went. The Stewards’ 
Banquet on Saturday, the MDA Golf Tournament 

on Sunday, and the “Post Office is not for Sale” rally 
on Monday were all well attended and went off with-
out a hitch. Each one of them symbolizes what our 
great union stands for.

The Stewards’ Banquet saw NALC National Presi-
dent Fred Rolando join us in honoring those stewards 
and officers who give of their time and patience to 
defend our contract and livelihoods. While most of 
our membership goes to work each day, collects their 
pay and go home, these stewards are battling in the 
trenches with the ever-intransigent postal manage-
ment. The stewards honored definitely spend some of 
their own personal time and money selflessly helping 
other carriers. They attend meetings off the clock. 
They often come by after work to drop grievances off. 
The steward is like an attorney; they are not appreci-
ated by the membership and even sometimes vilified, 
until that carrier needs steward representation.

The MDA Golf Tournament is a collective ef-
fort to help those who need a little help from the 
more fortunate. It was my first time “running” the 
tournament. As I found out, it practically runs itself. 
By that, I mean all the volunteers and contribu-
tors sprang into action and took care of the raffles, 
registration, or food preparation. They spend their 
personal time and effort getting things together 
and show up at the crack of dawn to make the Golf 
Tournament the huge success it is every year. Tiffany 
Hagar and Mike Weir lead and organized most all of 
what needs doing. These people volunteer their time 
for others. On another page in this publication you 
will find the list of those who volunteered and do-
nated to this great cause. The shear number of people 
it takes to get an event like this off the ground and 
running is astounding. Please thank the volunteers 
on this list and patronize the establishments who 
donated items or money.

The last event was the rally to “Save the Post Of-
fice” from privatization. Former Branch 343 Presi-
dent Bill Lister spearheaded this rally. If you don’t 
think privatization is a real possibility, you haven’t 
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vice President FinAnciAl secretAry
… By BRad Layton

CCAs, did you know?

Retirement Savings Plan Section 3. OTHER PROVISIONS G. 
Retirement Savings Plan found on page 145 of the National 
Agreement states:

If the NALC establishes a 401k retirement savings plan for 
CCA employees, the Postal Service agrees to implement the 
necessary steps for payroll deductions for this plan.

NALC has established a retirement savings plan for CCAs. 
This plan, called the Retirement Savings Plan is offered through 
the NALC’s life insurance company, the U.S. Letter Carriers 
Mutual Benefit Association (MBA).

Only NALC members are eligible for MBA products. The Re-
tirement Savings Plan allows CCAs to save for retirement while 
working as a CCA. When converted to full-time career status, a 
CCA who has enrolled in a retirement savings plan may roll their 
savings into their thrift savings plan (TSP). For more informa-
tion, contact your local branch’s MBA representatives or visit the 
MBA’s website at nalc.org/depart/MBA/.

opting And Hold-downs

The terms opting, and hold-down mean the same thing. CCAs 
have the right to “opt” on temporarily vacant full-time assign-
ments. An assignment is a route or other work performed by a 
full-time regular letter carrier on a daily basis. When an assign-
ment is temporarily vacant for five days or more (because the 
regular letter carrier is on vacation, ill, the assignment tempo-
rarily has no regular letter carrier assigned, etc.), CCAs may 
exercise their right to opt to work (or hold-down) that assignment 
for the duration of the temporary vacancy by submitting a request 
to their supervisor. The request should be submitted in writing, 
and CCAs should keep a copy of the request. If no eligible career 
letter carrier has requested to work the assignment, the opt will be 
awarded to the eligible CCA with the highest relative standing who 
requested it and is not already on another opt. Opts are also called 
“hold-downs” because an employee is said to be “holding down” 
the assignment until the regular letter carrier returns or a regular 
letter carrier is assigned.

Section 3. OTHER PROVISIONS Article 41 - Letter Car-
rier Craft found on page 145 of the National Agreement states: 
Section 2.B.4. Part-time flexible letter carriers may exercise 
their preference by use of their seniority for vacation scheduling 
and for available full-time craft duty assignments of anticipated 

duration of five (5) days or more in the 
delivery unit to which they are assigned. 
City carrier assistants may exercise their 
preference (by use of their relative standing as defined in Sec-
tion 1.f of the MOU. Re: City Carrier Assistant) for available 
full-time craft duty assignments of anticipated duration of five 
(5) days or more in the delivery unit to which they are assigned 
that are not selected by eligible career employees.

Removal from Hold-Down. There are exceptions to the rule 
against involuntarily removing employees from their hold-downs. 
Part-time flexible and city carrier assistant employees may be 
“bumped” from their hold-downs to provide sufficient work for 
full-time employees. Full-time employees are guaranteed 40 hours 
of work per service week. Thus, they may be assigned work on 
routes held down by part-time or city carrier assistant employees if 
there is not sufficient work available for them on a particular day. 
(H1N5D-C 6601, September 11, 1985, M-00097)

JCAM Page 41-14: In such situations, the part-time flexible or 
city carrier assistant employees opt is not terminated. Rather, the 
employee is temporarily “bumped” on a day-to-day basis. Bump-
ing is still a last resort, as reflected in a Step 4 settlement. (H1N-
5D-C 7441, October 25, 1983, M-00293), which provides that: A 
PTF or city carrier assistant, temporarily assigned to a route under 
Article 41, Section 2.B shall work the duty assignment unless there is 
no other eight-hour assignment available to which a full-time carrier 
could be assigned. A regular carrier may be required to work parts 
or “relays” of routes to make up a full-time assignment. Addition-
ally, the route of the “hold-down” to which the PTF or city carrier 
assistant opted may be pivoted if there is insufficient work available 
to provide a full-time carrier with eight hours of work.

CCA opting rules are also addressed in M-01833. Question 65 
clarifies the waiting period before newly hired CCAs can opt:

65. Is there a waiting period for a new CCA (no former experi-
ence as a career city letter carrier or city carrier transitional 
employee) before the employee can opt on a hold-down? 

Yes, 60 calendar days from the date of appointment as a 
CCA. Once the CCA has met this requirement there is no ad-
ditional waiting period for applying for/being awarded a hold-
down when the employee is converted to career.

Hopefully, my last two articles have given CCAs information 
that can be helpful in the future.

Until next month, here’s to solidarity and unionism.
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HeAltH BeneFits PlAn/OWcP … By chet dRain

Open Season gives active employees and retirees the 
opportunity to review their health plan choices and/or 
make changes to their coverage for the upcoming year. 

The new benefit year begins January 1, 2019.
Letter carriers are covered by FEHBP. This enables each 

carrier to choose among many plans offering different levels 
of coverage. The premium amounts differ among different 
FEHB health insurance plans and by the option you choose 
such as Self-only versus Self and Family. As a letter carrier, 
we urge you to consider the health insurance plan that is 
owned by and run by the letter carriers union, the Nation-
al Association of Letter Carriers Health Benefit Program. 
(NALCHBP)

Throughout the years the NALCHBP has established 
itself as one of the most viable and dependable plans in the 
FEHBP. The NALC Plan, because it is our union’s own plan, 
is geared towards offering our members the best coverage 
possible at the most affordable cost. If you were to take the 
time, as we suggest you should, to do the comparisons be-
tween our plan and the other major plans you will find that 
the NALCHBP stands toe-to-toe with the all other health 
plans approved for the by OPM for the FEHBP.

The NALCHBP offers three different options on the 
type of insurance plan you can enroll: The High Option, 
the Consumer Driven Health Plan, and the Value Option 
Plan. With either of the three you have the option to select 
coverage for Self-Only, Self and Family, or for the Self Plus 
One enrollment. In the NALC High Option category, we 
recommend that you select the Self and Family coverage 
rather that the Self Plus One in that the premium rates for 
the Self Plus One figured higher by the weighted average 
calculation formula used by OPM. This anomaly did not 
affect the CDHP or Value Option plans which have a sav-
ings of around three dollars biweekly between the Family 
and Plus One enrollment option. Remember though that 
the Plus One enrollment does not allow for the addition of 
dependents if you may be anticipating an increase in your 
family size.

As the names implies the best coverage option is through 
the High Option enrollment. The CDHP and Value Option 

were originally geared towards provid-
ing a low-cost insurance plan for CCAs. That never came to 
fruition when the Postal Service balked on making the plans 
accessible for the CCAs, but the plans are still available to 
regular employees as a low-cost option.

The way those plans work is that enrollees have a per-
sonal care account (PCA) that is utilized to cover medical 
expenses. The CDHP PCA provides $1,200 for a Self Only 
and $2,400 for a Self Plus One or Self and Family enroll-
ment. The Value Option provides $100 for Self Only, and 
$200 for Self Plus One or Self and Family enrollment. The 
cost for certain medical treatments is then deducted from 
the PCA. Preventive care services are covered at no cost.

You find out more information about the various enroll-
ments offered under the NALC Health Benefit Plan by going 
to the Plan website at www.naclhbp.org. On that website you 
can find a summary of benefits for each of the enrollment 
options. You will also find a posting of the 2019 NALCHBP 
brochure.

To compare the FEHB plans, go to opm.gov website. 
Click INSURANCE in the dropdown menu. Click on the 
state of Missouri to find a list of the various insurance plans. 
It should be up and running as of Nov. 1.

Unfortunately, CCAs only have the option of joining the 
USPS Health Benefit Plan unless you choose to pay the full 
cost of a health insurance premium without an employer 
contribution from the Postal Service. The Postal Service 
contributes $125 biweekly for enrollment in health insur-
ance administered through United Healthcare. To find out 
more about the health plan offered by the Postal Service 
contact HRSSC (Shared Services) at 1(877) 477-3273 or go 
online to PostalEASE via https://liteblue.usps.gov.

Also remember that during Open Season you can enroll 
in dental and vision coverage through the Federal Employ-
ees Dental and Vision Program (FEDVIP). To find out more 
about the dental and vision benefits call 1(877) 888-3337 or 
you can gain access to FEDVIP through the OPM website at 
www.opm.gov/FEDVIP. There you will find a plan compari-
son tool for dental and vision coverage. Be well!

God bless all and peace!

AttEntion All ACtiVE postAl EMployEEs And REtiREEs! 
This year’s Open Season for the Federal Employee’s Health Benefit Program (FEHBP) 

will begin on Monday, Nov. 12, 2018, and run through Monday, Dec. 10, 2018.
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OPen seAsOn dAtes:
nOvemBer 12 tHru decemBer 10, 2018

FOr tHe nAlc HeAltH BeneFits PlAn

 24TH ANNUAL MDA TRIVIA  NITE
SUNday, JaNUary 20, 2019 (MLK Weekend)

1600 S. Broadway 63104  

 Doors open at 5:30 p.m. / Questions begin at 6 p.m.
The Night Includes:

Attendance Prizes•	
10 Rounds of Great Trivia Questions•	

Beer, Soda and Snacks all evening long•	
We will also have a Raffle and several Silent Auction Items•	

Tables of 6 or 8  $25 per person    Make checks payable to Mda
For more information call John McLaughlin  Union Hall: ph # 314-241-4297 

OR email: johnnymac@branch343.com

don’t wait!  We are sure to sell out again this year!

Happy Thanksgiving

from the 
Mound City Carrier

Staff

Retirees Active
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DK is a carrier who works at the same station as Con-
nie. Supervision at the station just loves DK. He always 
seems to be able to get his route delivered in eight hours. 

The carriers at the station just think of him as a runner. Over 
the years, DK has developed some shortcuts for mail delivery 
which he thinks are just fine. After all, at this time of year, it 
is getting dark sooner in the evening and the parcel volume 
is increasing as we approach the holiday season. 

So, DK does what he likes to call a “knock and drop” with 
his parcels. DK runs up to the door, gives a couple quick 
raps on the door, drops the box on the porch, and runs back 
to the postal vehicle. He got this idea from the Halloween 
pranks he used to pull in his youth. You know, fill a paper 
bag full of dog excrement, light it on fire, knock on the door 
and run. Plus, this is how he has seen the UPS and FedEx 
drivers deliver packages. Heck, the UPS guy doesn’t even 
park the truck, he just stops in the middle of the street. 

Connie saw DK doing the old “knock and drop” and 
thought she would give him a little friendly advice. The next 
morning, she showed him the M-41 at his case. It states:

recOrding secretAry … By BRian Litteken

sHoRtCuts
“If a parcel does not fit completely 

within the mail receptacle or parcel locker 
(when available), determine if someone 
is available at the address by ringing the 
doorbell or knocking on the door.

“Parcels must not be left in an unprotected location such 
as a porch unless the mailer participates in the carrier release 
program by endorsing the package ‘Carrier — Leave If No 
Response’ or the addressee has given written directions for an 
alternate delivery location. Examples of protected locations are 
a locked vestibule, locked hallway or with the doorman of a 
apartment building, inside a storm door of a residence, etc.”

Following the proper procedures will prevent DK from 
getting into trouble when porch bandits steal packages. 
At least DK was going up to the door and knocking, but 
he should wait to see if anyone is home. If the package is 
endorsed, DK can then leave the package on the porch. If the 
package has no endorsement, the DK should stick the new 
PS Form 3971 on the door and bring the package back to the 
post office.
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nOtes FrOm tHe mAnAging editOr
… By toM schuLte

On Columbus Day, October 8, approximately 85 letter 
carriers and an assortment of postal clerks, mail han-
dlers and rural carriers gathered in front of the Thomas 

F. Eagleton Federal Building to raise awareness of and 
march in protest to the threat by the Trump Administration 
to privatize the U.S. Postal Service.

At risk are businesses and organizations, not to mention 
American citizens who rely on the most cost efficient and 
reliable postal service in the world. Privatization would 
degrade universal service, increase the cost in outlying com-
munities and subject small businesses to greater shipping 
costs that could directly affect their profitability.

There is little doubt that companies like UPS and FedEx 
are behind the push to see the Postal Service privatized. 
Such action would allow those companies to skim off the 
most lucrative population centers and leave the bulk of rural 
America to fend for themselves. This obviously would result 
in poorer service and higher costs; hardly a business model 
that anyone would be interested in investing in.

I was heartened, but a little disappointed, that we didn’t 
have a greater turnout for the rally, but for those who did 
attend it was loud and proud. For nearly two hours, 85 souls 
marched to the chant, “U.S. Mail, Not For Sale!” We did 
have local news coverage from Channel 4 and a representa-
tive from National Public Radio (KWMU) who repeated 
their interview with former Br. 343 President Bill Lister the 
following morning and a plug on the website Postaltimes.
com.

This was an NALC rally conducted throughout the 
United States on Columbus Day in big cities and small 
rural communities across the country. Photos posted on 
the Postal Record website attest to the involvement demon-
strated by hundreds and thousands of letter carriers across 
the nation that we are not going to lay down without a fight.

There are currently two bills making their way through 
Congress to preemptively stop the privatization threat. 
House of Representatives Resolution 993 currently has 231 
cosponsors, a majority of both Democrats and Republicans 
who favor leaving the Postal Service as an independent arm 
of the federal government.

On the Senate side we have Senate Resolution 633 which 

currently only has 43 senators in favor 
of preserving the Postal Service. Much 
needs to be done to convince a majority of senators to stand 
with us to protect our jobs and protect a national treasure.

The U.S. Postal Service is consistently the most trusted 
agency of the federal government with approval ratings near 
80 percent. Hold that in stark contrast to Congress’ approval 
ratings that are in the single digits and you have to ask 
yourselves who should be governing whom?

It’s a shame that we need to be constantly fighting for 
our jobs, whether it’s the threat of privatization or the battle 
to preserve five- and six-day delivery or the ever looming 
financial threat created by Congress with the pre-funding 
of future retiree health benefits. But we can’t be complacent 
and this newest threat of privatization must be met with as 
much resistance as we can muster.

“I’m not a political person,” is no longer an excuse. We all 
need to be politically involved; our jobs, our future, depend 
on raising our collective political voices. Read your union 
branch publication. Find out where your respective senator 
or congressman stands on the issue of privatization and 
work diligently to convince that person to stand with us.

nEw tHREAt in A long BAttlE

George Cooper
10443 Halls Ferry Rd.
St. Louis, MO 63136

314-541-1503

Pat Wheatley
1638 Piney Dr.
Arnold, MO 63010

314-707-8120
Retired letter carriers of Br. 343 and Br. 5050
SUPPORT YOUR UNION BROTHERS
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regiOn 5 nBA rePOrt … By Mike BiRkett

NALC Election News — I’d like to congratulate 
the recent winners of the NALC election. I know 
each and every one of them personally and know 

that they will continue the fine work they’ve already 
done representing letter carriers. On a personal note, 
I couldn’t be more thrilled that Stephanie Stewart 
was elected as the director of the Health Benefit Plan 
and Nicole Rhine was reelected as secretary-treasurer 
of the NALC. Region 5 should be very proud to have 
two of our own elected as resident national officers. 
I’ve had the privilege to work with both of them over 
the years and count them as dear friends. The mem-
bership could not do any better.

U.S. Mail Not For Sale — On October 8, letter 
carriers took to the streets to rally against privatiza-
tion of the Postal Service. I’d personally like to thank 
state presidents Andy Tuttle, Kevin Holmes, Jeremy 
Liebsack and Herb Copley for coordinating the rallies 
in their respective states. Leading the rallies at their 
respective locations were Bill Lister, Anthony Mitch-
ell, Gary Franklin, Kevin Beck, Matt Pobst, Kevin 
Weeks, Trey Jensen, Stacey Finnigan, Chris Gerken, 
Ken Nickerson, Michelle Kool, Michelle Jellison, 
Danny Pittman, Vic McCuen, and Tom Kinn. Last 
but not least, the thousands of carriers who took time 
out of their holiday to rally here in Region 5.

You’re on Candid Camera — We’ve recently had to 
defend letter carriers caught on video tossing pack-
ages, signing for packages without customer authori-
zation, whose vehicles have rolled away and even one 
who threw mail away. I’ve written about this before, 
but apparently need to remind everyone. You are 
being watched. The Postal Service knows your every 
move by virtue of your scanner and customers have 
their cameras watching the entire neighborhood. Be 
professional and be safe, carry your route like you’re 
being inspected. BTW: If you intentionally throw 
mail away or steal from the mail, you’re going to be 
fired and possibly prosecuted.

USPS Vehicle Prototypes — If you haven’t seen any 
pictures or heard anything about the new prototypes 
the Postal Service is testing, there is a website where 
you can not only get a look at the vehicles and review 
a basic description of them, but you also get to vote 

for which one you like. While I 
doubt your vote matters to the ser-
vice, perhaps you’ll be lucky enough 
to have picked the winner. Go to: 
https://www.trucks.com/2018/03/09/
usps-mail-truck-prototypesvote/.

Drone News — Most of you know by now that I 
follow any news about “drones” as I see them as a 
direct threat to jobs, our safety and to our privacy. 
The recent FAA bill which passed and has become 
law, allows authorities and Homeland Security to 
shoot down drones if it “is identified as high-risk and 
a potential target for unlawful unmanned aircraft 
activity.” Let’s hope they turn that responsibility over 
to letter carriers. 

2019 Region 5 Rap Session — Sorry for the repeat 
on this item, however we’ve guaranteed 150 rooms at 
the hotel.. The annual Region 5 NALC Regional Rap 
Session will be held Saturday & Sunday, February 
23-24, 2019. The Double Tree by Hilton in Overland 
Park, Kansas, will again be the location and Shawnee 
Mission Branch 5521 will again host. We have re-
served 160 rooms each night so make sure you make 
your reservations early. Rooms will be $119 per night 
plus tax for a single/double. Reservations can be 
made by calling 913-453-6100 under the NALC Car-
riers Region 5 Conference and using the three-digit 
code “N29.” Cut-off date is January 23, 2018. Reserva-
tions can be made online at http://group.doubletree.
com/Natl-Assoc-of-Letter-Carriers.
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a majority of congressmen signed on to support H.R. 
993 to stop privatization of the Postal Service and 43 
senators supporting S. 633 to do the same. McCaskill 
and Blount are on board, but we need to work on 
Durbin in Illinois. Look for Trump and the Repub-
licans to come after Medicare and Social Security 
in the new budget. Ann Wagner in the 2nd Congres-
sional District is no good for unions or postal work-
ers. She has never held a town hall meeting. Mike 
encouraged everyone and their family and friends to 
vote for postal friendly candidates on November 6.

Chairman’s report: Tom thanked all the attendees 
at the September retiree picnic and proposed perhaps 
changing the picnic from the oppressive September 
heat to October when it would likely be cooler. The 
membership voted to change the picnic from Septem-
ber to October in 2019. Tom spoke to the member-
ship concerning what to do in the event of the death 
of a retiree. Tom made brochures available explaining 
contact information to leave behind for loved ones 
and asked all retirees to take one, fill it out and leave 
it with their wills and powers of attorney.

New business: Brother Clif Nelson and Tom 
Schulte reminded the retirees of the NALC’s retire-
ment community called NALCREST, located in 
central Florida with rental nights available for as 
little as $60 per night with weekly and monthly rent-
als available. Tom said that we could run something 
in the November MCC with further information.

Deceased members: Donald L. Driscoll, Gold 
Card; Hutcher L. Dixon, Gold Card.

Recent retirees: Patrick M. Kowalczyk, Maple-
wood; Vernice L. Hill, Weathers; Joanne M. Mueller, 
Coyle; and Dennis J. Thorpe, Wheeler.

50/50 of $18 won by Tom Harman who donated to 
the PAC Fund.

Closing prayer: Offered by Chaplain Gus Frank
Meeting adjourned: 1:18 p.m.

Meeting called to order at 12:45 p.m. by Chair-
man Tom Schulte. Prayer and Pledge of Al-
legiance offered by Chaplain Gus Frank. Tom 

thanked Marion and Fred Harris for providing the 
delicious lunch and Andre Hayes and Lucille Snow 
for helping out. Tom announced that he and his 
wife, Linda, would be providing their annual Polish 
meal at the November meeting.

Volunteers: Volunteers for 2019: January - Bill Ji-
mas, April - Geno Iberg, May - Don Deves and Barry 
Thompson, August - Clif Nelson and Mike Weir.

Introduction of new members: Frankie Bonuso, 
Sappington

Minutes from the last meeting: There were no 
minutes from the previous meeting because it was 
the annual retiree picnic in Deer Creek Park. Tom 
did take the time to thank Mike Birkett and the 
NBA’s office for paying for the luncheon and Pres. 
Bob Rapisardo and the officers of Branch 343 for do-
nating some of the food from the Labor Day parade.

Treasurer’s report: Treasurer Clif Nelson report-
ed a current balance after expenses of $1,629.82

Branch 343 president’s report: Pres. Rapisardo 
thanked everyone who participated in the Labor Day 
parade, the MDA Warsher Tournament and the BBQ 
Cook-Off and reminded everyone of the upcoming 
Shop Steward’s Banquet with guest speaker NALC 
President Fredric Rolando. Sunday is the annual 
MDA Golf Tournament. Bob thanked new retirees 
Andre Hayes and former Br. 343 Pres. Bill Lister 
who are working on the mid-term elections. Finally, 
Bob reminded everyone of the rally on October 
8 in front of the Thomas F. Eagleton Office Bldg. 
to save the U.S. Postal Service from the threat of 
privatization.

Legislative report: Mike stated that depending on 
the third quarter federal year report, our COLAs for 
next year could be at 2.8 percent. We currently have 

MinutEs FRoM tHE oCtoBER 3, 2018, MEEting 

 RetiRee RepoRt 
… By guest RecoRding secRetaRy nicki L. pRado
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2018 sHOP steWArd OF tHe yeAr HOnOrees

Frank Enlow receives a “Special Achievement Award” for 
his service to Br. 343 from Br. 343 Pres. Robert Rapisardo, 
NALC Pres. Fredric Rolando, and Region 5 NBA Mike 
Birkett.

Former Br. 343 Pres. Bill Lister receives a “Lifetime 
Achievement Award” for his contributions to Br. 343 from 
Br. 343 V.P. Brad Layton, Br. 343 Pres. Robert Rapisardo, 
NALC Pres. Fredric Rolando and NBA Mike Birkett.

North County Shop Steward Lamont Broomfield receives 
an Honorable Mention as a Step A steward from Br. 343 
Pres. Robert Rapisardo, NALC Pres. Fredric Rolando, and 
NBA Mike Birkett.

Coyle letter carrier Thomas Schreiber accepts the “Step 
A Steward of the Year Award” from Br. 343 Pres. Robert 
Rapisardo, NALC Pres. Fredric Rolando and NBA Mike 
Birkett.
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nAlc President Fredric rOlAndO is tHe guest 
sPeAker At tHe 2018 sHOP steWArds’ BAnquet
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31st AnnuAl mdA gOlF tOurnAment

nOrmAndie gOlF cluB
oCtoBER 7, 2018

Offering congratulations to all the tournament winners are 
Golf Tournament Director John McLaughlin and staff member Mike Weir.

First Place Team - Prokasky, Griffin, Konopka and Berry Second Place Team - Leahy, Saak, McCoy and McCoy

Third Place Team - Turner, Flora, Boyer and Holmes Longest Drive, Closest to Pin - John Konopka

Golf Tournament Volunteers Golf Tournament Cooks



MOUND CITY CARRIER

November 2018/MCC  15  

scenes FrOm tHe 31st mdA gOlF tOurnAment
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2018 BRAnCH 343’s AnnuAl MdA golF touRnAMEnt
AttEndAnCE pRiZE ContRiButoRs

Andy’s Custard
Applebee’s
Art Buck
Bartolino’s
Biggie’s
Biggie’s
Blarney Stone
Bret Calloway
Brittney Hager
Buffalo Wild Wings
Café Nova
Cecil Whittakers
Cedric
Cheryl Santoro
Chevy’s 
Chili’s
Cindy Schuld
Costco Wholesale (ST Peter’s)
Cotton’s Ace Hardware
Culvers
Dairy Queen (Hampton)
Dan Brauchle
DB’s Sports Bar
Debbie Greer
Deborah Jackson
Dogtown Gallery & Frame Shop
Dogtowne Grooming
Donut Drive-In
Du Bowl Lanes
Edibles & Essentials
EPC, Inc (St. Charles)
Favazza’s
Friday’s

Gianino Group 
Ginger Bay Salon & Spa
Golf Galaxy 
Golf Discount
Gus’s Pretzels
Hampton Shoe
Hidden Valley
Hodak’s
Hotshots (South County)
JB Smith Funeral Home
Jet’s Pizza
Jet’s Pizza
Jimmy Mack’s
JJ Twig’s
Joanie’s Pizzeria
John Haake
Joyce Ahmow
Karen Bomarito
Kelly Smith
Kelly Steinbecker
Ken Brodtrick
Kent Hagemann
Larrissa Parde
Lee Roy Hager
Lesher’s Flowers
Lisa Blomker
Longhorn Steakhouse
Maestro Screen Printing
Mardi Gras Inc
Mariachi’s Mexican Restaurant
Mark, Nick & Alvin Russell
Mary Cramer
McGurk’s

Michelle Judd
Mike Weir
Mo. Historical Society
Nick’s Pub
Nora’s Sandwich Shop
Normandie Golf Course
Olive Garden
Pawsitively Fintastic
Pete Heddell
Petrie
Pole Position Raceway
Pomodoro’s
P’sghetti’s
Raising Cane
Ramona Droege
Ray & Charlotte Breakfield
Red Lobster
Rich & Charlies (63126)
Rich & Charlies (63129)
Ricki Marking-Camuto
Russell’s on Macklind
Salt & Smoke
Science Center
Seamus McDaniel’s 
Seven-Eleven
Shaquita Harris
Shop ’n Save (Twin Oaks)
South Hampton Bar & Grill
St. Louis Hills Donut Shop
Starbuck’s
Sugaree Baking Co.
Sunshine Daydream
Sweet Em’s Coffee & Ice Cream
Tan-Tar-A
Texas Roadhouse
The Concord Grill
The Magic House
The Repertory Theatre
The Vine Co
Three Kings Public House
Tiffany Hager
Trattoria Toscana
Urban Chestnut Brewing
Vince Hellman
Wally Rutherford
Walnut Grill
Walter Knoll Florist
Yapi Mediterranean Subs
Yellowstone Café
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$100 HOle sPOnsOrs 

VoluntEERs

MdA golF BEVERAgEs 2017

A Storage Inn
Barry Linan in memory of Mike 

David
Branch 30, K.C., Mo.
Branch 343 Officers 
Branch 343 Trustees’ 
Branch 984 - St. Charles
Central Liquor
Chouteau PO
Clayton PO
Coyle PO
Creve Coeur PO
Dan Brauchle and Laura Max
Dennis Flanigan/St. Clair
Des Peres PO
Fenton/High Ridge PO
Fred Schaefer
Fred Schaefer

Fred Schaefer
Galls Uniforms (Patrick & Janet 

Wheatley)
Grabel, Schnieders, Hollman & Co., 

PC
Gravois Station (Lakey)
Jennings PO
John Haake/Bill Lister
Katsinas Construction
Ken Meyer 
Kirkwood PO
Kirkwood PO
Kirkwood PO
Martial Arts Training Acad./Kurt 

Ecker
Maryville Gardens PO
Mike & Jeanette Weir
Mike & Susie McClimans

Mo. State Association
NBA Mike Birkett
NBA Staff (Sexton, Teegarden, Parde)
Nicki Prado & Tim Long
Normandy PO
Overland/St. Ann VFW Post 3944
Retirees 
Retirees 
Retirees 
South County PO
Southwest PO
St. Louis Hills Donut Shop
St. Louis Sportswear
Suwallers Bar & Grill
Town & Country PO
Town & Country PO
Weathers/Giles PO
West Couty PO

Grey Eagle Distributing, 15 cases    Excel Bottling Comp, 12 cases 
Paul & Diane Mize, 10 cases    Absopure Water, 10 cases

Overland/St. Ann VFW Post 3944, 6 cases
Ken Meyer, 4 cases
Clif Nelson, 4 cases
Stuart East, 3 cases
Marlon Harden, 3 cases

Mike Weir, 2 cases
Final Destination, 2 cases
Dan Brauchle, coffee
Al’s PX Liquor
Branch 343

Volunteer Coordinator
Judy Bitzer

Miscellaneous Supplies
Branch 343

Hole Sponsor Signs
Mike Weir

Homemade Chili
Tiffany Hager

Post Signs on Course
Mike Weir, Derrick Williams

Cart Jockeys
Derrick Williams, Brad Layton

Richard Thurman, Frank Enlow

Raffle 
Clif Nelson

John McLaughlin, Tournament Director
Mike Weir, Staff            Tiffany Hager, Staff

Greenie Bets-Closest to Pin
Longest Drive

Pam Stepney, Hannah Talley,
Nicki Prado, Tim Long,

Earl Bentley, Latecse Bostic,
Leona Bryson, Vicki Rohrbach,
Frank Enlow, Latonda Faulkner, 
Richard Thurman, Mike McCoy,
Brian Litteken, Erin Anselman,

Diane Werner,Tony Jasper, 
Ray & Charlotte Breakfield

Beverages 
Mike Weir

50/50
Ramona Droege, Frank Enlow

Photos
Jeanette Weir, Brad Layton

Registration & Prizes
Tiffany Hager, Ramona Droege,
Karen Bomarito, Brittney Hager,

Lee Roy Hager, Mary Cramer,
Moose’s cousin 

Food & Supplies
Wally Rutherford, Mike Weir,

Vince Hellman

Mulligan’s/Skins
Karen Bomarito

BBQ
Wally Rutherford, Pete Heddell,

Vince Hellman
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Greetings brothers and sisters 
of Branch 343. How’s every-
one doing? Fine I hope. The 

mail is not for sale. Once again 
they are trying to privatize the 
Postal Service. The union will 
have to save you, and your job 
again. What are we thinking vot-
ing for candidates who do not have 
your best interest at heart? Every 
time you go to the polls to vote, 
remember to vote for your future. 
The union is your family and will 
fight your battles every time they 
arise, but it’s time for you as a 
member of this union family to 
stop getting into fights.

Could you imagine what would 
happen to your pay and retirement 
if big business took over the Postal 
Service? You would think because 
you were retired that you are set. 
Now here they come again with 
this privatize business plan. A lot 
of us are eligible to retire and now 
we’ve got to make sure it’s there 
for us and our families. I’m asking 
you as a union sister to stop the 
madness and do the right thing for 
everybody by voting for candidates 
who support unions and good pay-
ing jobs for the middle class. Re-
member your children will need a 
place to work in the future. Take as 
many people to the polls with you 
to help your union win the fight 
for all. Get involved in the fight 
by protesting, making phone calls 
and door knocking when called 
upon. Unions were strong back in 
the olden days and we need to show 
our young folks that we are still 
here and how we got what we have 
by fighting back. Thank you to all 

of the unions and their members 
who came together to protest on 
Columbus Day with the letter car-
riers. Stop where you are and give 
them a round of applause! If this 
is not a sign for you to give to the 
political action fund locally and/or 
nationally, I don’t know what is.

Please help our CCAs out when 
they bid on a hold-down and they 
are struggling. If you are the U-
person and you know the removals, 
give them five minutes of your time 
each day to help them along the 
way. Identity theft is at an all-time 
high and we need to prevent any of 
it from happening on our watch. 
If you are injured or have restric-
tions and you give some of your 
route away every day, switch it up 
by changing which hour you give. 
That way you can see what’s hap-
pening on your whole route every-
day. They are our future and if they 
need help we are here for them.

John Henry Haake/Charles 
Coyle scholarship applications 
are in this book you are holding 

West cOunty … By paM stepney

right now. Take 
the time to fill 
it out for your 
senior who’s too 
busy getting good 
grades and living the senior life. 
Mail it today without fail to help 
you with the cost of college. The re-
ward is $1,500 a piece to three win-
ners going to a university and one 
$1,500 reward for a student going 
to a trade school. This is the first 
time the union is offering a trade 
school scholarship, so do it for the 
kids; can’t wait to meet them. Look 
at your union dollars investing in 
our young people. Bravo!

Thank you to all of the veterans 
for all of your service in keeping 
us safe. Happy Veterans Day and 
happy Thanksgiving to everyone. 
Congratulations to Mrs. Alexis 
Elise Taylor and Mr. Mahopela 
Osei Allen on their wedding.

Remember to go vote, do your 
best, leave the rest, don’t stress. 
God bless, and thank you for 
coming.

JOHn H. HAAke scHOlArsHiP 
APPlicAnts

Please be advised of the following changes to the John H. Haake 
Scholarship for 2018:

This year we will be awarding three $1,500 scholarships for 
college bound applicants and one $1,500 scholarship to a student 
applying to an accredited vocational/trade school.

The second change is in the application criteria. Students may 
choose to submit an essay outlining their goals and aspirations or 
may opt to submit a portfolio of accomplishments. Specifics appear 
in the application brochure.
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Fi l l  ou t  and  ma i l  to :  John  H.  Haake ,  Branch  343
         Scho la rsh ip  Commi t tee
         1600  S .  Broadway
         S t .  Lou is ,  MO 63104

_____________________________________
Signature o f  NALC parent

member  (or  spouse i f  deceased)

___________________________   ________
	NALC	Parent ’s 	SS	number 	 Date

_________________________________
Signature of

Bra nch Of f icer

_________________________________
Title Date

(For Office Use Only) THIS FORM MUST BE POSTMARKED BY DEC. 31,  2018.

NOTICE FOR THE 2019
MISSOURI STATE ASSOCIATION OF LETTER CARRIERS

CHARLES J. COYLE SCHOLARSHIP AWARD

Date  _______________________________  (Please print clearly)

P lease  send ins t ruc t ions  as  to  how I  can  compete  fo r  a  scho la rsh ip  award .  I  w i l l  be  a  sen io r  in  the 
2018-2019 schoo l  year.

Application for the John H. Haake Scholarship Award

   (  r e t i r ed )
I  am the  (  son  )  o f  (  ac t i ve  )  l e t t e r  ca r r i e r  __________________________________
 (daugh te r )  ( deceased )   (Name)

My  name i s   _________________________ Home phone  _________________________

My  home add ress  i s  _______________________________________________________

C i t y  _______________________________  S ta te  _________________  Z ip  ____________

DATE _________________________________________________  
I am the son/daughter of active/retired/deceased letter carrier  ____________________________________________
of Branch # _____________ , state of Missouri. I am a high school senior in this 2018-2019 school year. Please 
send instructions as to how I can compete for a scholarship award.

NAME	OF	APPLICANT _____________________________________________________________________________________

HOME	ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________________________________

CITY _________________________________________________ STATE ____________________ZIP _____________________

PHONE	NUMBER	( _______________) _________________________________________________________________________

SIGNATURE	OF	NALC	PARENT ___________________________________________________________________________

SS#	OF	NALC	PARENT ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
MAIL	COMPLETED	FORM	TO:	 MISSOURI	STATE	ASSOCIATION	OF	LETTER	CARRIERS
	 CHARLES	J.	COYLE	SCHOLARSHIP	COMMITTEE
 c/o Kevin Holmes, President 
 12 Green Park Ln.
	 O’Fallon,	MO	63366

NOTICE: MUST BE POSTMARKED BY DECEMBER 31, 2018. 
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The U.S. mail is not for sale 
slogan says a lot, but there 
are some who don’t share our 

views. The postal unions rallied 
together over the Columbus Day 
holiday to make the public aware 
that privatization is the next attack 
on the Postal Service.

Some in the public sector be-
lieve the taxpayer’s money should 
not be used to keep the Postal 
Service afloat. They are unaware 
that we are self-sufficient and rely 
on the letters and packages that 
are sent through the mail. And 
that is why we should deliver each 
piece of mail as if our job depends 
on it, because it does.

First it was UPS, and now 

Amazon is attacking our parcel 
business. These are contract 
companies that deliver to the areas 
where they can make money, and 
we deliver their packages the last 
mile to areas that are not profit-
able to them. Other companies are 
waiting to see if the Postal Service 
will be privatized so they can put 
their bid in for whatever letter or 
parcel business that is left.

The politicians who voted for 
the prefunding expected it to 
destroy the Postal Service, which 
would have allowed them to share 
in the monies deposited in our 
current retirement account. This 
would change the structure of 
the Postal Service as we know it, 

tHe “u” … By FRank enLow

which will affect 
our jobs and our 
current rate of 
pay.

Informed delivery tells the cus-
tomer what letter mail to expect 
daily, while they also have the 
ability to track a package to their 
front door. During this holiday 
season, we need to show them why 
we are necessary. Get the mail 
and parcels delivered accurately, 
timely, and professionally.

On a positive note, treat each 
day as if you don’t want it to be 
your last day. And have a happy 
Thanksgiving with your friends 
and family.

Until next time …

Texas Hold’em Tournament
for Muscular Dystrophy Association

and st. louis area foodbank

Suggested donation of only $30 in advance by Nov. 10 
Suggested donation of $35 after Nov. 10

Includes 10,000 poker chips, snacks and beverages

Saturday, November 17, 2018, at 7 p.m. start time   Doors open at 6 p.m.
Letter Carriers’ Hall, 1600 South Broadway in Soulard

20 minute blinds starting at 25/50

Guaranteed prizes for all final table players
Prize pool will be 50% of total entries            50-50 Raffle

To pay in advance or for more information call: 
Bob: (314) 941-1589 or Tom (314) 258-0442



MOUND CITY CARRIER

November 2018/MCC  21  

South County letter carrier 
Mark “Turtle” Beck joins the 
Last Punch Bunch.

Warsher Tournament Director Brian Litteken presents a 
check for $2,390.84 to MDA Rep. Colleen Mattaline. Also 
appearing are Latecse Bostic, Exec.V.P. John McLaughlin 
and Meaghan Lakey.

Br. 343 MDA Coordinator Vicki Rohrbach and Kickball 
Tournament Director Marvin “Blu” King present a check to 
MDA Rep. Colleen Mattaline for $485.

Attending a fundraiser for 1st District Congressman Wil-
liam “Lacy” Clay are legislative liaisons Mike Weir, Stuart 
East, Rep. Clay, Marlon Harden and Marvin Booker.

Attending a fundraiser for Missouri State Auditor Nicole 
Galloway are Br. 343 legislative liaisons Mike Weir and 
Frank Enlow.

Mike Weir and Meaghan Lakey attend a fundraiser for 
2nd District candidate Cort Van Ostran challenging Anne 
Wagner.

Bill Otto - Mike Weir and Missouri AFL-CIO President 
Mike Louis attend a fundraiser for 65th District candidate 
Bill Otto.
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BRANCH MEETING
BRANCh 343, ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI

OCTOBER 11, 2018

Summary of Branch Action

Highlights
The meeting was called to order at 7:31 p.m. The invocation and 

pledge of allegiance were led by Chet Drain and the minutes were 
read and accepted. 

NBA’s Report, RAA Dave Teegarden: Rally to stop privatization 
was a huge success. H. Res. 993 has a bipartisan majority. S. Res. 
633 still short of majority. NALC national election results posted.

MDA Report: MDA Associate Director of the St. Louis Office 
Colleen Mattaline was presented the donations from the Kickball Tournament and the Warsher Tournament.

Retiree’s Report, Tom Schulte: Marion & Fred Harris were thanked for donating lunch for retirees’ meeting. 
Labor Council Report, Mike Chenot: General election is on Nov. 6. Vote yes on Prop B. Vote yes on Amendment 1.
MBA Report, Saronda Sutherland: A Hospital Plus policy is a hospital confinement policy which pays you cash while hospitalized. 
Health Benefit Report, Chet Drain: Free flu shots are available. Open season starts Nov. 12.
Mound City Carrier Report, Tom Schulte: Oct. issue features Labor Day parade, retirees’ annual picnic, and warsher tournament; 

Mo. House and Senate vote for and against RTW listed.
Haake Scholarship Report, Pam Stepney: One scholarship available for trade school.
Safety & Health Report, Richard Thurman: MDD scanner can track number of stops made, whether a carrier is walking or driving, 

if a carrier has left target area, not moving for 20 minutes, or backing up.
Trustee’s Report, Marvin Booker: The books were audited and found to be in good order.
Legislative & PAC Report, Mike Weir: Trump blocked 1.9 percent pay increase for federal workers. Josh Hawley is against the middle 

class. Vote Ann Wagner out of office.
Executive Vice President/Treasurer Report, John McLaughlin: John expressed his appreciation for the work of Tiffany Hager, Mike 

Weir, Frank Enlow, and Judy Bitzer on the golf tournament. Trivia Night is Jan. 20. Meeting scheduled with CCI and Intaglio for branch 
website improvement.

Vice President/Financial Secretary Report, Brad Layton: Read financial report for September.
Good of the Union: Richard Brown has shirts and jackets for sale with branch logo embroidery. Bill Lister who is working on the Get 

Out the Vote campaign urges members to vote yes on Amendment 1 and Proposition B. Bill is looking for volunteers for phone banking.
President’s Comments, Robert Rapisardo: Over 85 people attended rally to stop privatization. Stewards’ Banquet honored several 

stewards. A second poker tournament on Nov. 17.
      Respectfully Submitted,  Brian Litteken, Recording Secretary

MSC To pay the branch bills 
MSC Branch 343 make a $500 donation to the 

United Way 
MSC Branch 343 host a dinner for the Mound City 

Carrier Committee for their continued efforts 
preparing the monthly publication for our 
members

MSC Branch 343 donate $125 to Meals on Wheels

New Members

Deceased Members

Recently Retired Members

JaVahn D. Bean .............Maryville Gardens ....09-01-18
Kristee D. Martin .........Sikeston ...................... 08-31-18
Tabitha N. McIntrye ....Maryville Gardens ....09-01-18
Derrick C. Rounds .......Rolla ............................ 08-31-18
Byron M. Weston .........Maryville Gardens .... 08-31-18
Anderson L. Yelton ......Rolla ............................ 08-31-18
Kaila D. Young .............Town & Country .......09-01-18

Patrick M. Kowalczyk ..Maplewood ................ 08-31-18
Vernice L. Hill ..............Weathers .................... 09-17-18
Joanne M. Mueller........Coyle ...........................09-28-18
Dennis J. Thorpe ..........Wheeler ......................09-30-18

Donald L. Driscoll ........Gold Card .................. 09-14-18
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Branch Meeting Attendance Prizes
october 11, 2018

IS YOUR NAME LISTED?  WHY NOT?
SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS PAYABLE TO BRANCH 343, P.A.C.

MIKE WEIR
612 CHARLESTON OAKS DR. 

BALLWIN, MO 63021-7387(Donations are not tax deductible)

Political Action Honor Roll

plEAsE BE AdVisEd in REgARds to Any ARtiClE soliCiting ContRiButions 
to tHE lEttER CARRiER Fund oR ouR own politiCAl ACtion Fund

By making a contribution to the Letter Carrier Fund or our local Political Action Fund, you are doing so voluntarily with the understanding that your contribution is not a condi-
tion of membership in the National Association of Letter Carriers or of employment by the Postal Service, nor is it part of union dues. You have a right to refuse to contribute without 
any reprisal. The Letter Carrier Political Fund and Branch 343 Political Action Fund will use money it receives to contribute to candidates for federal office and undertake other 
political spending as permitted by law. Your selection shall remain in full force and effect until cancelled. Contributions to the Letter Carrier Political Fund are not tax deductible for 
federal income tax purposes. Federal law prohibits the Letter Carrier Political Fund and Branch 343 Political Action Fund from soliciting contributions from individuals who are not 
NALC members, executive and administrative staff or their families. Any contribution received from such an individual will be refunded to that contributor.

The above honor roll gives special recognition to those members who give $50 or more. Each star represents $100

ART BUCKHHH        MARION HARRISHHH

J MARK SIMSHH

JOE FITZJARRELLHH

STEVEN POWERSHH

WILBERT HUBBARDHH

DEAN WERNERH
TOM SCHULTEH
DERRICK WILLIAMSH
KEN MEYERH
GENO IBERGH 

NICKI L. PRADOH

CHET DRAINH

CHARLES SEXTONHH

ROBERT FLAHERTYHH

TONY JASPERHH

BILL FISHERHH

MIKE BIRKETTH
TIFFANY HAGERH
DICK LEONGH 
DAN BRAUCHLEH
HENRY DEIBELH
GARY COFFELTH

CHARLES SCANLONHH

GENE BRADFORDHH

JOE POLITTEHH

MIKE CHENOTHH 

DARLENE TATEH
JOHN HAAKEH
JAMES O’DAYH
RAMONA DROEGEH
PAUL PITTSH
ROY HATCHARD JR.H

GERALD GALLEANOHH

MIKE WEIRHH

CATHERINE CIARAMITROHH

TOM HARMANH

BILL LISTERH
LAURA KEIMH

ROBERT RAPISARDO H
LAWRENCE McHAYNES JR.H
STEPHANIE STEWARTH
LATONDA FAULKNERH

JIM BRUGGEMAN
CLIF NELSON
WALTER CLARK 
BILL JIMAS
FRANK ENLOW 
JIM KLUEMPERS

PATRICK GLASER
DON CHARTRAND
SAM GOODMAN
JOHN BUCHHEIT
DERRICK WILLIAMS
MARION HARRIS

PAM STEPNEY
MICHAEL JENNINGS 
MEAGHAN LAKEY
ROBERT STEEL
SARONDA SUTHERLAND 

LARRY STREIB
LAWRENCE McHAYNES JR. 
BEVERLYANN CREELY
CATHERINE CIARAMITRO
LAURA LUADERS

Jim Bruggeman
Gary Robertson

Raymond Schlereth
Catherine Ciaramitaro

Tiffany Hager
Mike Chenot

Robert Rapisardo
Derrick Williams

Blues vs. Columbus Blue Jackets Thursday 10/25 @ 7 p.m. Barry Linan, Retired 1. 
Blues vs. Carolina Hurricane Tuesday 11/06 @ 7 p.m. Mike Weir, Retired 2. 
Target Gift Card $25 Brad Layton, Union Hall 3. 
Applebee’s Gift Card $25 Eric Blessin, Coyle 4. 

50/50 Winner $23 Eric Blessin
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LETTER CARRIERS BUILDING
BRANCH OFFICE

1600 S Broadway
St. Louis, MO 63104-3806

(314) 241-4297
President: (314) 941-1589 

EVP: (314)-761-1784 
VP: (314)-243-3518

 Hours: 8 am - 4:30 pm (M-F)
  8 am - Noon (Sat)

 Fax: (314) 241-2738

 Website: www.branch343.org

RETIRED MEMBERS MEETING
LETTER CARRIERS BUILDING

1600 S Broadway
1st Wednesday of the month.

Lunch at noon, meeting at 12:45 pm

Tom Schulte, Chairman ...................... (636) 255-3057
Ray Breakfield, Vice Chairman ......... (573) 358-5266
Clif Nelson, Treasurer ......................... (314) 355-4600
Tom Schulte, Recording Secretary .... (636) 255-3057

FEMALE LETTER CARRIERS 
REPRESENTATIVE

Robinette Hensley, Creve Coeur
(314) 432--8211

EEO REPRESENTATIVE
Robinette Hensley — (314) 432--8211

HEALTH BENEFITS HOT LINE
Chet Drain — Hall: (314) 241-4223

Tuesday 8 am to 4:30 pm

COMPENSATION HOT LINE
Chet Drain — Hall: (314) 241-4223

Wednesday 8 am to 4:30 pm

SAFETY & HEALTH
Richard Thurman, Creve Coeur

(314) 432-8211

VETERANS CONSULTANT
(314) 241-4297

FOR LOW COST NALC INSURANCE
Saronda Sutherland, MBA

(314) 535-2850

NBA OFFICE
Mike Birkett — (314) 985-8040

Deadline for articles for 
the DECEMBER issue is

NOVEMBER 13, 2018

H H H

REGUL AR BR ANCH MEETING
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2018

7:30 pm

H H H

SHOP STEWARDS MEETING
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2018

The Letter Carriers Building
1600 S Broadway
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Dan J. Gould
BRANCH 343

—OFFICERS—
Robert Rapisardo ............................ President
John McLaughlin ... Executive Vice President/

Treasurer
Brad Layton ........................... Vice President/

Financial Secretary
Brian Litteken ............... Recording Secretary
Derrick Williams ............... Sergeant-at-Arms
Saronda Sutherland ....... MBA Representative
Chet Drain .... Health Benefits Representative

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Marvin Booker Tina Hunt
Richard Thurman Stuart East

Frank Enlow

CORRESPONDENT POSTAL RECORD
Tom Schulte

MEMBER-AT-LARGE
NEGOTIATING COMMITTEE

Diane Carter Kiesha Wiley
Richard Brown Pam Stepney

DELEGATES TO THE ST. LOUIS 
LABOR COUNCIL

Mike Chenot Barry Linan
Frank Enlow Bill Lister
John McLaughlin Pam Stepney

Mike Weir

MOUND CITY CARRIER
Published monthly by NALC Branch 343

Contents may be reproduced by NALC
publications — Just mention Branch 343.

STAFF
Tom Schulte  ........................ Managing Editor
John McLaughlin ................................. Editor
Clif Nelson ................................. Asst. Editor
Brian Litteken ............................ Asst. Editor

ADVISORY BOARD
Robert “Bob” Rapisardo  John McLaughlin

All correspondence and all articles intended 
for publication in this paper should be 

addressed to:
Tom Schulte, Managing Editor

1600 S Broadway
St. Louis, MO 63104-3806

Phone: (314) 241-4297
or

You may submit articles and photos from 
events and retirement photos to:

tomnalc@sbcglobal.net
If you submit a photo, please identify all 

members in the photo.

All copy should be TYPED in upper and 
lower case, double spaced and written on one 

side only. Articles are to be limited to 250 
words and must be signed. 

Opinions expressed intend no malice toward anyone — 
neither do they necessarily express the views of the editor 
nor that of Branch 343 N.A.L.C.

Articles may be edited for brevity and potential libelous 
statements.


